
Service times:
8:20am - Traditional Worship
10:45am - Blended Worship

9:30am - Sunday School

March 20, 2020~ Will Rogers United Methodist Church

Following recommendations 
from state and local offi  cials, 

WRUMC leadership has 
closed the church building through April 3rd.  

Finance and Administrative Board meetings will be 
conducted on March 30th through Zoom Commu-

nications - a remote conferencing service.  We will at that 
time re-evaluate whether to continue the closure or not.

COVID-19



~2~

Pastor Brian

If you say, “ e Lord is my refuge,” and you make the Most High your dwelling, 10 no 
harm will overtake you, no disaster will come near your tent. 11 For he will command 
his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways; 12 they will li  you up in their 
hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.              Psalm 91:9-12 (NIV)

 en the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the 
temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 
“‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will li  you up in their hands, 
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 7 Jesus answered him, “It is also 
written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”                         Matthew 4:5-7 (NIV)

I know I promised you more of the reasons why I feel the United Methodist Church is leaving me, but with the 
current situa  on around COVID-19, I decided to suspend those reasons for now and focus on our response to the 
Coronavirus.

There seems to be two responses people of faith are taking during this current pandemic crisis.  There are those 
who feel we should trust God and live by faith.  God is going to protect his people and we should use religious 
exemp  ons to gather regardless.  And there are those who feel we need to follow every recommenda  on and 
precau  on the CDC, state, and local government issues.  And the problem is, they are both right!

Psalm 91 is a scripture that many are praying right now.  And it is the right one to be praying.  And in the middle of 
the psalm is the promise that no harm will come to those who take refuge in the Lord. “For he will command his 
angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways; they will li   you up in their hands, so that you will not strike 
your foot against a stone.”  This is a powerful promise and one I will be praying not just now during this crisis, but 
well into the days and years ahead.

But it is also interes  ng that this is the very promise that the devil used as a tempta  on against Jesus.  When the 
devil told Jesus to jump from the highest point of the temple, he quoted these very words from Psalm 91.  And 
Jesus’ response was to quote Deuteronomy 6:16, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”

What does this mean in how we should respond to the latest crisis?  I do believe we need to live by faith.  We 
need to trust God and in his promises.  It is God’s desire that no harm should overtake us.  Therefore, we should 
not live in fear or with anxiety about the virus.  But we should not put that trust to the test.  I believe that one 
of God’s methods of keeping us safe from harm is to follow the wisdom God has given the medical professionals 
at the CDC.  We should not put the Lord our God to the test by insis  ng on gathering in groups that the medical 
professionals have recommended to cancel – even if the purpose is to worship God.

I ask for your prayers as I seek God’s wisdom in the days and week’s ahead.  I have never pastored a church during 
a pandemic before.  And I want to make the best decisions for all involved, which may look like I am overreac  ng 
to the situa  on.  But here is the truth. If I am overreac  ng in the decisions that have been made, we may never 
know.  But if I underreact, the consequences to the health of persons we love in our congrega  on could be 
devasta  ng.

So, pray with me the promises of Psalm 91 while we work hard to not put the Lord our God to the test.

Blessings
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Past  G e

In a beginning logic course 
at a major university, the 
professor made an unusual 
off er to his students who were 
preparing for their fi nal exam. 
He told them, “You can bring to class on the day of the exam as much 
informa  on as you can fi t onto one piece of notebook paper.”

So every student sharpened his or her pencils and worked all week trying to cram as many facts as possible 
onto an 8½ x 11 inch sheet of notebook paper.

But one student walked into the class, put a piece of notebook paper on the fl oor, and had an advanced logic 
student stand on the paper. The advanced logic student told him everything he needed to know. As a result, he 
was the only student in the class to receive an A.

 The ul  mate fi nal exam will come when you have to stand before God and he asks, “Why should I give 
you eternal life?” On your own, you cannot pass that exam. No ma  er how much you know, you don’t have 
the right answer to that ques  on. 
 But we have someone who will stand in for us and answer correctly. His name is Jesus.
 When Jesus died for our sins, he took the F that we deserve so that we could get an A. Jesus went to 
the cross to die for our sins, and that allows us to stand before God with a perfect score. As the apostle John 
wrote, “We have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the 
atoning sacrifi ce for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole  world” (1 Jhn 2:1-2).
 Join us as we “follow in is footsteps.”

The Logic Exam

“Who do you say I am?” Jesus asks of Peter.
Peter replies, “I…uh, I believe…you are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.”

Maybe he wasn’t that hesitant, but if he was, you 
can hardly fault Peter. How many  mes do you call a 
callous-handed nail bender from a one-camel town 
the Son of God? You remember the drawings with 
the ques  on, What’s wrong with this picture? We 
would look closely for something that didn’t fi t---an 
astronaut on the moon with a pay phone in the 

background. God doesn’t chum with common folk 
or snooze in fi shing boats. But Colossians 2:9 says 
He did, “For in Christ there is all of God in a human 
body.” All God, all man. Don’t we need a God-man 
Savior? Nothing compares to what Philippians 3:8 
says “the surprising worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord!”

Newsle  er Quote:
“We are here just for a spell and then pass on. So get 
a few laughs and do the best you can. Live your life 
so that whenever you lose it, you are ahead.”- Will 
Rogers
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April Birthdays!

2 – Margare e McKinney, Polly Pitezel
3 – Lynda VanFossen

4 – Geneive Larson
6 – Samantha Cosper, Charlene Cosper 

8 – Mary Ann Hood
15 – Susan Lewis, Braige Wya 
16 – Tom Hall, Joshua Stamper

17 – Melody Cuthbert, Carole Plummer
20 – Virgie Boyd, April Robison

24 – Marti Adams, Kaitlyn Rogers
26 – Thad Keck

30 – Jeneva Lynn, Tina Parkhurst

FAITHBUILDERS
 Praises: Maryanne- new great granddaughter has 
arrived, the Walkers- new great grandson due soon, 2 
virus vic  ms are recovering, the group who traveled 
to Ohio and back safely
 Prayers: Carl and Bulah for healing, Judy Blick had 
surgery Friday at 7, Cecile’s son Doug, for his job and 
his car that was hit, the work situa  on at Nancy's and 
all those jobs are aff ected by the virus outbreak, the 
family of Airman Roberts killed recently, Brenda and 
Richard's trip to Mexico, our na  on - to not panic, 
our leaders and the US economy
 The lesson was on Holiness. What it is, what it's 
not and why we are called to be holy. The reason God 
commanded Israel to be holy was in order to allow 
them to enjoy the presence of God.  The church too 
is reminded, we are called to be holy, to remove the 
leaven of sin and to shine his love into the darkness 
of the world around us. 

 Taut thought: You may be the only Bible someone 
will ever read.

 PATHFINDERS
 Bob taught our class from Habakkuk 2:6-14 on 
the consequences for injus  ce.  Yes, one will be 
found out eventually and it can aff ect those around 
one. 
  We celebrated Debbie's birthday last week with 
donuts to spare.  Yes, we did sing Happy Birthday to 
her.
  Tom closed our class with prayer for our country 
and for an end to the Covid-19 virus, and No, we did 
not hold hand as we usually do out of an abundance 
of cau  on as those in control would say. Things are 
very diff erent now but as Bob always says "God is the 
same" so look to Him to protect us.

 With the latest informa  on being that 
school will reopen on April 6th, we are 

proceeding with plans for the Luncheon.  If 
you are able to provide 
cookies please contact 
Judy Davis at  918-664-

6531
Should a decision be 
made for schools to 

remain closed longer we 
will freeze whatever we 

receive for later use.

Luncheon April 9th
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We need your help in keeping Will Rogers a safe environment for everyone.  Here are some things we 
are asking you to do:

Take your spiritual health as seriously as you take your physical health.  Spend  me each day praying 
and reading your Bible and listening to hymns and other spiritual songs.  This is especially necessary 
as we are unable to worship together.

Please pray for our world, na  on, state, city, and church. Pray that God will heal the sick and bring 
a quick containment to the virus.  And if you have a prayer request, please send it by email to the 
church offi  ce at news@willrogersumc.org.

If you have ques  ons or concerns about someone being infected by the Coronavirus, you can call the 
state of Oklahoma's COVID-19 hotline toll-free at 877-215-8336.

Because we cannot present  thes and off erings in person at this  me, please remember you can give 
online by clicking here.  Your faithful giving empowers Will Rogers to con  nue to live out our mission 
in unique  mes like this.  We are so grateful for your generosity.

One thing the last 72-hours has taught us is that the current crisis brought on by the virus is s  ll 
very fl uid.  As leaders in the church, we will con  nue to make adapta  ons as needed.  As Psalm 91 
says, "Those who live in the shelter of the Most High will fi nd rest in the shadow of the Almighty."  
Therefore, let us not fear, but let us take this opportunity to confi dently be the hands and feet of 
Jesus through our prayers and care for one another.

Blessings!
Pastor Brian

Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let 
petitions and praises shape your worries into prayers, 
letting God know your concerns. Before you know it, a 
sense of God’s wholeness, everything coming together 
for good, will come and settle you down. It’s wonderful 

what happens when Christ displaces worry at the 
center of your life.

Philippians 4:6-7 (MSG)
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DIRECTORY 
Church Offi  ce   ................................................... 918-834-0891
Preschool .......................................................... 918-834-9706

LEAD PASTOR
Rev. Brian Mangan ........................................................ Ext. 1001
......................................................bmangan@willrogersumc.org
ASSISTANT PASTOR
Rev. Greg Lynn .............................................................. Ext. 1003
............................................................ glynn@willrogersumc.org
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT MINISTRIES
Steve Irvine ................................................................... Ext. 1004
.......................................................... sirvine@willrogersumc.org

MUSIC MINISTRIES
George Thomas, Music Director
Susan Lewis, Organist

DEAF MINISTRIES
Nancy Barne   

BUSINESS MANAGER
Jim Ernst ....................................................................... Ext. 1005
............................................................jernst@willrogersumc.org
OFFICE MANAGER
Sammie Messick ........................................................... Ext. 1002
............................................................ news@willrogersumc.org
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR
Kris  na Powell .............................................................. Ext. 1006
......................................................preschool@willrogersumc.org
Church website ........................h  p://www.willrogersumc.org
LIFELINE ar  cles .............................. news@willrogersumc.org

F      
Brian Mangan at 918-812-1118

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Thursday 9am to 4pm

DONATE FROM YOUR SMART PHONE 
Online giving any  me from your smart phone. Simply 
scan the image or go to www.
willrogersumc.org and locate the online giving page.

Unless otherwise stated all memorials & gi s go to the General Memorial Fund.

In memory of...
Bob Reinking
by Lucy Benne  eld
     Kathy Reinking White,  Women’s ministries
 Jerome Reinking 

Bill Stokes
by M/M Timothy Hewett  
 M/M Stephen Stokes 
 Bob Schouten 

Greg May  eld
(son of Gene May  eld)
by Mrs. John Philips, Food Bank

Helen Haney
by Caroline Yancey, funerals dinners

Garland Pelzel 
by Caroline Yancey, funerals dinners

Kristy Poole 
(daughter of Margarett McKinney)
by Caroline Yancey, funerals dinners

George Underwood
by M/M Beaubien, food pantry

In memory of...



Connect with Will Rogers Church
Visit our Website:  www.willrogersumc.org

Like us on Facebook 
Follow us on Twi er @WillRogersUMC

@willrogersumctwi  er.com/willrogersumc

facebook.com/willrogersunitedmethodistchurch


