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Pastor Brian

The grass withers and the fl owers fall,
but the word of our God endures forever.”

Isaiah 40:8 (NIV)

If you read the Seedbed Daily Text devo  onal, you may recognize that Isaiah 40:8 
was the verse we were asked to read out loud and ruminate with on January 1, 2022.  
As I did this, I couldn’t help think what a powerful reminder this verse is on the fi rst 
day of a new calendar year.

And I heard a ques  on form in my mind from this text: Where do I spend my  me, focus, money and energy? 
Am I focusing on the grass and fl owers that fade and wither with the seasons? These things are important and 
maybe even urgent.  But they are also transitory and always changing. Or am I focusing on the ul  mate, the 
Word of God that endures forever?

If you are the average person, then any resolu  ons you made on January 1 are probably broken by now. For 
this reason, New Year resolu  ons get a bad rap. Yet there are things I would like to change and make diff erent 
in the year ahead. And since resolu  on is overused, I began to think about what other word could I use. And I 
wondered about the word inten  on.

I got out Google, and I began looking up the defi ni  ons of resolu  on and inten  on. And that’s when I stumbled 
across a powerful meaning for these two words. I discovered that in the fi eld of medicine, inten  on means the 
process or manner in which a wound heals.  And resolu  on means the reduc  on of an illness or disease that 
moves towards healing.  And I thought, “how appropriate these two medical defi ni  ons are for this new year’s 
day.” I don’t know about you, but there are areas in my soul, spirit, and body that need healing.

And that lead me to this thought. I want to off er you this inten  on or a process to heal those wounds.  Make it 
your inten  on to spend as much  me reading and listening to the Word of God as you do listening, watching, 
discussing, and reading the news of the day. For every minute you listen to talk radio, watch the news on TV, 
read an ar  cle online or in the paper, spend an equal amount of  me with the Word of God.

In other words, counter all the  me you spend on temporary things (even though they may be important or 
even urgent) on what is truly ul  mate, the Word of God.  I believe this inten  on will lead you to resolu  on in 
this new year.

In His Grace

P.S. If you would like to have the Seedbed Daily Text sent to you by email each morning, you can sign up for 
it here: h  ps://seedbed.com/daily-text/.  And if you prefer to listen to it, then search for it in your favorite 
podcast app.

Finally, it was a year ago that a small group of us that are a part of Will Rogers UMC began mee  ng on Zoom 
every weekday morning to read the Seedbed Daily Text together, discuss our insights and pray for renewal 
in our congrega  on, revival in our city, and reforma  on in our culture. If you would like to join us Monday 
through Friday at 6:00 AM, than email me, text me, or call the offi  ce, and I will send you the Zoom link.
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Below are two quizzes. See how well 
you do on each one.

Quiz 1
1. Name the MVPs of the last World Series, Super Bowl, Stanley Cup fi nals, 
and NBA fi nals.
2. Name the winner of the last Heisman Trophy.
3. Name the winner of the last Miss America contest.

4. Name fi ve Nobel or Pulitzer prize winners.
5. Name fi ve winners of last year’s Academy Awards.
6. Name the winner of the largest state lo  ery in history.
7. Name the winner of the last Indianapolis 500 or Kentucky Derby.
8. Name fi ve winners of last year’s Grammy Awards.

Quiz 2
1. Name a teacher who has helped you learn and grow as a person.
2. Name fi ve friends who have been there for you during good  mes and bad.
3. Name three adults who have been excellent role models for you.
4. Name two people who love you and pray for you regularly.
5. Name someone who makes you laugh.
6. Name someone who has given you something of great value.
7. Name a hero whose life story has inspired you.
8. Name someone has helped you through a diffi  cult  me.
 
 If you’re like most people, you probably fl unked the fi rst quiz. Few of us remember the big names and 
headline grabbers of yesterday. Yet these people are not second-rate achievers. They’re the best in their fi elds. 
You’d think they’d be easy to remember.
 However, when the lights go off , the applause dies down, and the trophies begin to tarnish, their 
achievements are o  en forgo  en. The accolades and awards eventually fade into oblivion with their owners.
How did you do on the second quiz? It was probably much easier for you, wasn’t it? That’s because the people 
we remember most in our lives are not necessarily those who have the most money or the most awards or 
the most fame. Usually they are the people who care about us, who know us, or who have made a signifi cant 
contribu  on to our lives.
 If you want to be remembered—if you want to leave a legacy—be a person who cares about others. 
Keep in mind that the most revered person in history came not to get fame or fortune for himself, but “made 
himself nothing...humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:7-8).
How’s that for a goal in 2022?

Winners

Past  G e

Faithbuilders Sunday School News
 Prayers:  Brian’s cousin, Betsy Keene in a 
terrible accident; Kathy’s bridge; Richard s  ll on 
oxygen – Ray for his recovery; Judy B’s brother, 
Morrison’s son in hospice; Roy F. for a job; 

Carolyn M.  – foot surgery Jan 25
 Praises:  Carolyn’s granddaughter found a 
house; David Miles – successful surgery; s  ll in a 
lot of pain
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Read Jeremiah 18:1-6 
 There was a couple who used to go to 
England to shop in the beau  ful stores. They both 
liked an  ques and po  ery and especially teacups. 
This was their twenty-fi  h wedding anniversary.
One day in this beau  ful shop they saw a beau  ful 
cup. They said, "May we see that? We've never seen 
one quite so beau  ful."
 As the lady handed it to them, suddenly the 
cup spoke. "You don't understand," it said. "I haven't 
always been a teacup. There was a  me when I was 
red and I was clay. My master took me and rolled me 
and pa  ed me over and over and I yelled out, 'let me 
alone,' but he only smiled, 'Not yet.'
 "Then I was placed on a spinning wheel," the 
cup said, "and suddenly I was spun around and around 
and around. Stop it! I'm ge   ng dizzy! I screamed. But 
the master only nodded and said, 'Not yet.'
 "Then he put me in the oven. I never felt such 
heat!" the teacup said. "I wondered why he wanted 
to burn me, and I yelled and knocked at the door. I 
could see him through the opening and I could read 
his lips as He shook his head, 'Not yet.'
 "Finally the door opened, he put me on the 
shelf, and I began to cool. 'There, that's be  er,' I said. 
And he brushed and painted me all over. The fumes 
were horrible. I thought I would gag. 'Stop it, stop it!' 
I cried. He only nodded, 'Not yet.'
 "Then suddenly he put me back into the oven, 
not like the fi rst one. This was twice as hot and I knew 
I would suff ocate. I begged. I pleaded. I screamed. 
I cried. All the  me I could see him through the 
opening, nodding his head saying, 'Not yet.'
 "Then I knew there wasn't any hope. I would 
never make it. I was ready to give up. But the door 
opened and he took me out and placed me on the shelf.
 One hour later he handed me a mirror and 
said, 'Look at yourself.' And I did. I said, 'That's not 
me; that couldn't be me. It's beau  ful. I'm beau  ful.'
"'I want you to remember, then,' he said, 'I know it 
hurts to be rolled and pa  ed, but if I had le   you 
alone, you'd have dried up.

 I know it made you dizzy to spin around on 
the wheel, but if I had stopped, you would have 
crumbled.
 I knew it hurt and was hot and disagreeable 
in the oven, but if I hadn't put you there, you would 
have cracked.
 I know the fumes were bad when I brushed 
and painted you all over, but if I hadn't done that, 
you never would have hardened; you would not have 
had any color in your life.
 And if I hadn't put you back in that second 
oven, you wouldn't survive for very long because the 
hardness would not have held.
 Now you are a fi nished product. You are what 
I had in mind when I fi rst began with you.'"
~ Author Unknown

God knows what He's doing (for all of us). He is the 
Po  er, and we are His clay. He will mold us and make 

us,so that we may be made into a fl awless piece 
of work to fulfi ll His good, pleasing, and perfect 

will. May the teacup story become our story as we 
willingly yield to our Po  er's hand.
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Singing ~ Scriptures ~ Prayer

Sundays at 5pm in the 
Food Court

February Birthdays

5 – Roy Freeman
6 –Suzanne Bryan, Ha   bel Maggard

11 –Lily Jo Eslick
12 – James Beaubien, Donna Graybill

13 – Joyce Reinking
14 –Mollie Gillispie
15 – Nancy Carnes
19 – Oliver Strunk

20 – Michella Rhoades
21 – Alyson Cuthbert

25 –Ralph Gum
28 – Jane Hill



DIRECTORY 
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............................................................ glynn@willrogersumc.org
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MUSIC MINISTRIES
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BUSINESS MANAGER
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OFFICE MANAGER
Sammie Messick ........................................................... Ext. 1002
............................................................ news@willrogersumc.org
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F      
Brian Mangan at 918-812-1118

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Thursday 9am to 4pm

Online giving any  me from your smart phone. Simply 
scan the image or go to www.
willrogersumc.org and locate the online giving page.


